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TO THE 

\  PRIESTY 

| OR, A | 
Meſlage from Heaven, 
To forewarn them of the dreadfull day of the Lord 
> which will ſaddenly overtake them, unleſs by ſpeedy and 

F4 unfeigned repentance they return to the Lord. 


With a Call co all people to come out ot Babilon leaſt 
they be made partakers of her plagues, 


Babilon,and waits for the exaltation of Sion, Tho,Ellwoed. 


ee IEEE 


The Preiace, | 

Any, yea very many have been the warnings and admonitions 
NE”; which the Lord hath given unto the Prieſts of this generation, 
| et have they not 4 y"9 and turned unto him, but have hardned 


| By a follower of the Lamb, one whoſe eye ſees the down-fall of 


their hearts againſt his reproof , and have gone on im their diſobe= 
dience and rebellion againſt him, even provoking hims to pour down his 
Fudgements upon thens, ang ntterly to cut them off from being a people 
= any more for ever. Lon hath-he waited upon thens, to be gracious un- 
; te them ; and long hath he born with them, that at length( if it were 
5 poſſible ) they wcke ſee and be made ſenſible of their great unkzndneſs, 
| and monſtruous ingratitude wherewth they have continually repaid his 
E- ear goodneſs Ia. nt $5217 s unto thens ; and yet how loath_ bath 
e been to ſtir up all his anger againſt them. how unwilling to deſtroy 
them) . 
| And now once more hath he ſtretched out his golden Scepter unto 
them, andhath raiſed up his Spirit is the meaneſt of his ſervants ( ut= . 
"N tering his mighty voice through an earthen veſſell, that all the glory 
away be ute Lim elf) to warn them yet once more of the empnent perill 
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which hangs over their heads, and ke ſuddenly drop upon them, ex- 
cept they repent and return nnto hin. O that they wowld hear that their 
ſouls might live : for nothing but ſpeedy and unfeigned reptutance,ran T 
divert the wrath of God from falling on their heals. 

The Lord hath in tender mercy unte them, given them. day to work | | 
7t:y but alas they have wrought the works of darkneſs ; he expetted » v | 
they ſhould bring forth fruit unto him, but they have been frat - 
full in nothing but in doing evill. He wiſited them in his tender love, 
and would have gathered * Ian under bis wing, as a hen doth her chic- 
kens, but they would not, 'Hitherto they have ſlighted the many affers 
of his love unto them,and bawe mt regarded the day of they viſitation, 
but now their day flutteth away apace, andthe fhort Spawrof trme which | 
yet remains to them, paſſeth away as a ſhadow, and w.1l ſoon be gone o- pl 
ver their heads, and then will they feel the Lord to be as juſt 1n pymi(h- 


ing, a4 merciful in ſo long [| paring them : for he will arife im his 


might and viſt them in his fury,and their place ſhal be found w me, 


The perſecnting Spirit is a notable badge of Antichriſt, T his Spirit : 
hath all along accompamed them, They have run ont of one form ito 
an other, and out of that into a third, and ſtill this Spirit hath gone a- 
long with them.It appeared in the Biſhops agarnſt rhe Non-conformiſts, 
it gear 1s the Presbyters againſt the Lord's people here 17 Eng- 
land, avd it appeared in the Independents againſt God's faithfull ſer- ; 
vants in New-Englang. . £1 
Antichriſt hath long ſate ( and ſtill doth fit as God in the Tensple 
of. God (_ I do not meaa inthe outward Temples, although be ſits there. 
4'ſo ) but now ts the day cammy, and the hour 1sevexat band, of. the 
manifeſtation of the rightepus judgements of God, upon all the wicked, ' 
and upor all the diſokedient, and then (hall that mickgd one be reveal- 
ed, whoms the Lord (hall conſume with the Spirit of his mouth, and 
frall deftroy with the brightne(vof his coming, He that teſtifieth theſe 
thnngs, ſaith ſurely I come quickly, Amen, even ſo, come Lard Jeſws. 


" The Word of the Lord, which came-unto me, even .unto'me' '1] 
his ſeryant ( as I lay in my bed, waiting upon him in his. pore . 
peaceable Spirit )ſaying,thus ſhalc thou ſay to the Prieſts of. this 
nation. Eo | ET 
He: houl you Merchants of Babilon, for the timg is comFng 

wherein none ſhall buy your merchazdize, Houl and roar you 
children of Babylon, for your mother the ſalſe woman,the great harlot, 
the ſcarlet Whore ſal (kortly be ſtripped ont of all her falſe covermgs, 
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| (3, | 
ont of all herfharlors attire, and LPR diſcovered 10 the eyes of all 
prople 3 nakedneſs and ſhame ſhall be wpon ber, and horrowr and tor- 
'ments upon All her children.” Lament and wourn you ſons of Belial, 
rick and cry you Prieſt of Baal, for ſudden deſtruliion is coming upon 
6, md wtter deſolationſhal ſpeedsly overtake you, except you ſpeedi- 
{y and nnfeignedly repent, and twrn to the Lord with all your . hearts, 
from whos you have gone a whoring even from theleaſt to the greateſt: 
{ ſay except you ſpeedily repent, and turn from the wickedneſs of your 
hearts and hands, you jhal utterly be cat off, and that right ſoon, for 
the Lords ariſen to fight for $'vn, and hath ſtretched out his mighty 
arms, to deliver hns people from the cruelty, rage, and oppreſſion of all 
their enemies and perſecutors. Yet alittle while and the cry ſhall be, 
Babilon the great is fallen, 15 fallen, the fall thereof ſhall make a 
great noiſe, the ſound thereof thai go through the earth, azd ſhal ſtrike 


terror to all thoſe who admire and love her beauty : fear, amatement 


 aftomſhment of Spirit ſhall ſeize on all thoſe that traffick, with her ; 


fire ſhall conſume her inward perts, howl1ngs and roarings ſhall bee 
heard in all her quarters: the Prieſts ( her Merchants ) ſhall wring 
their hands for grief, and gnaw their tonges for pain and anguiſh ; for 
ow ſhall their trade be utterly loſt, now [hal their merchandize utter= 


. ly fail them, the great Whore,(their mother ) ſhall be ſtripped, and 


her nakedneſs ſhall appear to their ſhame and torment, Houl, houl you 
1{dol-ſhepherds, for utter deſolation is coming upon ye, yes, ſudden de- 
Prruction ſhall overtake ye, even as 41 armed man ſhal it come upon ye, 
and as travail upon a woman with child, and there ſhall be none ta'ath 
liver ye, For thus ſaith the Lord God of porter, I, even I will avke 
vengeance upon ye, and will recompence upon your heads the reward of 
your doings, for you have erred from my pure fear, and haveWWitily 
grieved my pure pers you have crucified the uſt in your ſelyetdnd mn 
others, and have hardned your hearts againſt my reproof,, refuſing to 
let my people go, to worſhip me aceording as [ have commanded « ha 
How often, ſaith the Lord, have I warned ye by my — rifing 
up early and ſending them unto ye: yet have you rejefted my counſel, 
and would have none of my reproof ; but have dealt deſpitefully with 
my neefſengers, beating and ſtomng ſome, impriſomng ſome, d:(mem- 
bring ſome, and ſlaying others. Tea, you have often rebelled againſt me 
faith the Lord, ad have even kicked the heel againſt me; you have 
fold your ſelves to att wickedneſs, avd t9 commit formcation with 
the Whore of Babilon ; you have run with delight into ther bed of 
Whoredoms,and have gredily drunk, down her cup of Formcations, How 
A 3 often 
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often ſaith the Lord, have you endeavoured to violate my peoples con- 
ſciences ! How often have you exalted your ſelves againſt meypreſun- 
tuouſly attempting to thruſt me out of my ſeat, & tv make your ſelves 


Lords of mine heritage, by impoſing laws _ my peoples conſcrences, 


which us my prerogatrve alone to do ! Tow have ravened from my ſpi- 
rit in your ſelves ſaith the Lord, and thoſe that will net run to the 
ſame exceſs of riot with you, are even devoured by you. Lo, thus ſaith 
the Lord, you have blinded the peoples eyes, you have taken away the 
key of 2-7 94 will not enter 11 your ſelves, and thoſe that would 


” enter 1n you ferbid : you have fet up Idolatry inwardly in your 


hearts, and outwardly alſo in your Idol-Temples : you have worſhipped 
the Beaſt; ang imbraced the Whore,and are crept into 4 dead loathſome 
form and way of werſhip which ſhe hath provided for you, And like 
[ſracl of old you offer unto me the lame,the blind the imperfett Sacrifi- 
ces,inſtead of ſound ,unſpotted,perfett,pure ſacriſices, but away whyour 
ſacrifices ſaith the Lord,c# put away your vain Oblat ions from before 
me ; for your Sacrifice of praiſe is abomunable 1n my ſight, the ſtink, 


of your incenſe is loathſome in my noſtrils, your offerings are unſavoury 


and irkeſome unto me, and all your praying and preaching, your preten* 


ded duties and ortlinances are a weight and a burthen upon my ſoul apd 
my ſpirit 15 grieved with them ſaith the Lord : therefore I will gaſt 
1ou off ſaith the Lord, cver becauſe of the wickedneſs that 1s found 
withiz your gates, aud the blood of the Innocent which 1s found mpon 
your shyrts, and becauſe you hate to be reproved, and ſtrengthen your 
ſelves againſt me ſaith theLord, 

Conſider this well ſaith the Lord, did I not caſt off my choſen peo* 
ple the Fews for the ſame'tniquities which are found to abound amongſt 
ou ? andſhal I row ſpare you, O you rebellious and ſuffnecked genera- 
tion | what are you tetter then 1ſracl of old, that I ſhould paſs by that 
7 you, for which 1 caſt them off ? You kave propheſied lies in my 
name, ſaith the Lord. you have run but I yever ſent you, 'you have 
ſpoken a divination of your own brains, you have ſtolen the Word from 
your re'ghbour, and therewith have you traded O you Merchants of 
Batuhn You have devoured my people ſaith the Lord,and with fergn- 
ed words have made merchand:ſe of ſouls ; you have drawn away my 
people from my ſtatutes and ordinances, wr by the finger of my ſpirit 
are written in their hearts" and you have bronght them again under a 
Yoke of bondage, which neither they nor therr fathers were able to bear, 
Yuu have carried my people captive into Sodom and Egypr,and have 
hindred their paſſage into the y nor” Canaan. You have arfiled my 
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Living Temples ſaith the Lord, 4d joined them unto harlots, and are 
crept 
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? crept into houſes which the Beaſt ſer up for the Babiloniſh Whore to 
fie m, 

Ah fooliſh people !. think you that the living eternal God 
wil be worſhipped in houſes made of ſtones, or wilt be found 
there ? hath he not ſaid that he dwe!leth not in Temples made with” 
hands, but the Temple which he dwelleth inis a living 1 emple,and the 


| wwrſhip which he acceptech is inthe Spirit and in the Truth? but this 
| Temple you have-defiled, this worſhip yoa have apoſtatized 
iy from, youare gotten into-the Whores Temple, and are wore 


ſhipping the beaſt inſtead of the living God. O what ſhall I ſay . 
unto you, you diſobedient people ! Whar could the Lord have 
done for you that he hath not done?Did he not about1oo years 
ago rend the thick vail of darknels ( wherein the miſftery of ini- 
quity did chen work |) from off the eyes of many of your fore- 
{arhers, and gave them alittleglimmering of his light to walk 
in? And didhe not (as it were ) take them by the hand, and 
lead chem out of the City Babilon, the mother of harlotsz and 
Save them his 5pirir to be their leader ? bur alas, they rebelled 
apainit their leader , and having once deſpiſed and contemned 
the light in their own conſciences, how ſuddenly did darkneſs 
( thick darkneſs ) overſhadow them again ! and then how 
quickly were they run back into the Subburbs of Babilon again! 
yea,and preſt hard to have entred the city again, and doubtleſs 
tiey had prevailed, had not the Lord in love and pity to them, 
overthrown them. 

And afcer that the Biſhops had had their day, and that the 
curtains of the night began co be drawn upon them : Oh how 
clearly did the Lord manifeſt himſelf unto many of you / how 
did he open your eyes, and let you ſee the groſſeneſs, deadneſs 
2 and emprineſs of that form wherein the Biſhops had long held 
| you? O how did heraiſe up in many of you a Spirit of Prayer 
and of ſupplicacion, rogroan andery mightily for deliverance, 
and chat che ſeed might be redeemed out of bondage, and from 
under the yoke of the oppreſſor | And was there noc in many 
of you a living, freſh'deſfire and panting after God and the en- 
zoy ment of his preſence begotten,and for ſome time preſeryed? 
Oh why did you ſwerve from ir? did he not draw you ( for then 
you wereqgviliing to follow him ) out of Epiſcepacy, and give 
you his pure fear to walk in? and did you not Vow to him in 
your hearts and before men,that you would walk in his fear and 
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be guided by his Spirit? O chat you had ſo done)8& did you, not 
make a ſolemn Covenant both with God & men, that you would 
acterly aboliſh & extirpate Epiſcopacy? & did you not confirm 
that Covenant with reitteraced Engagements;Proteſtations and 
Oaths:& wilyou now it: the revolution of'2o years,wheel round 
about again,and takeup a falſe reit in that dead, empry loath- 
ſome torm ? Ah, who hath bewitched you that ye ſhould net obey the 
Truth.? what, do you not plainly lee that it bends to its mother 
Babilon ſrom whence ir came ? and will you run again into Ba- 
bilon?were not your ſtomacks once burchened with Epiſcopacy, 


and did you not ſpew it op 7and will you now turn back again 


and lick up your old vomit ? Oh, do not ſo; do not fo, do not 


run wa into deltruCtion, 
.., Oh cheextecding weizht and guilt,which lies upon the, Prieſts of this Na- 
tion! for of them hath this people learned to break their Fowno break their 
Proteſtations,to break their Engagements and to violate their Oaths;n »ne ſo 
forwartnow to plead for Babylon, to fight for Babilon as they : they have 
drawn rhe peoplefrom ſerving theliving God,and have cauſedthem to ſerve 
ſtrange Gods, even grayen Im ges, faſhioned withthe graving tools of rheir 
own wicked inveations,and framed 11 the mould of theirvain imaginations, 
one while they ſetup Epiſcopacy, another while Presbyterie 3 and he that 
will not fall down and worſhip the Image which they have ſet up, is he not 
forthwith caſt into the fiery furnace of their cruelry and perſecuri-it? but 
for theſe things is the Lord coming upon them, and will pour out the vialls 
of his wrath upon them ; verily a . of ſad calamity ſhall ſuddenly oyer7 
take them, and there ſhall be none to help or pity them. | 

Oh, the exceeding unutterab'e love which the Lord hath extended to this 
Nation | how often O you Pricſts hath the Lord warned you,both by his 
Spiritin your conſciences, and alſo by his ſervants whom he hath dai- 
ly raiſed ap, and ſent nnto you to reprove your deadneſs and barrennſs: 
but alas you haye till gone on 1n your rebellion, and quarrelled with the 
meſſengers which the Lord hath fent unto you : they have eitherfeemed too 
mean and contempti»le in your {ig'1t to be taken notice of, or their meflage 


« hath ſeemed too harth for you to bear : »nd thus haye you deſpiſed the meſ[- 


ſengers which he hath ſent,and flighted the many offers of his love unto you. 
Oh how realy hath he always been to ſhowre down his mercies upon you! 
and how unworthily have you requited fo great loye / how gently did heat 
firſt ſhake the Biſhops, and after that more roughly, before he quice over 


. threw them ! yet would they not take warning. How many mild reproofs 


and gentle warnings hath he given to this p&ople ! yet are'their hearts hard- 
ned. Butnow their day paſſes away apace, and the night approaches where- 
in none can work. Oh therefore while you have time prigeit : prize the loveof 
the Lord God: let his g19dneſs overcome yon. O return unto the Lord with all 
your hearts: Lie !ow before him,embrace the rod: and ſubmit your ſelvs willingly 
to his gentle correRions and fatherly chaſetizements : that the Spirit of the 
Lord you may feel in you av a fire. burning and conſuming all the works of 


gd kneſs; & a5an hammer to knock down & azsa ſword to cut off whatſoever 
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is contrary to His pure wilt: O 1 M 7 ny repent you of yonr wicked- 
nels, Ceaſe to do evil, andlearn 19 do good, for your nioment of time wil fud- 
denly pas away, the Bridegroom will come, and'tlredoor chall be whucs 5 and 
then theuph you knock afd'cry aloud, yet ſhall you nor be ſuffered ro en- 
ter; but your anfer' ſhalt be, Depart from meyor workers of iniquity, 1 know 
yon net. And it wil got avail youthen to fay, Lord we have prophiefied in thy 
Namec;forhitherto you ha've prophefied lyer,and hor ſpoken a divination of your 
ewn brain, you bave preached for hire vid filthy lucte, ang tike a troop of Robbers 
have you murthered by conſent 3 andin Babylon have you made merchandize of 
ſouls. And becauſe of theſe things is the Lord arifen in Might and Power, * 
to plead with you; therefore humble your felves frecdily before the Lord, 
and returg unto him with broken hearts ; and contrire ſpirits. O eurn in, 
curn in unto Chrift the Light, who lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world; obey his Light in your own conſciences , which Light is ſufficient to 
lead you unto God : Follow the Teadings and motions of his holy Spnit in 
your ſelves, and Jeaye every one free fo do the hike; oppreſs not the confci- 
ences of any, butler all weights and burdens be taken off, and leave the peo- 
ple free to worſhip God, where , when , and how hinmfelf ſhallcommand 
them. And ceaſe any longer-to deccive fouls, or to traffick*any longer with 
the Whore of Babyl.n: for yerily for theſe things the Lord God will viſit, 
and if you wilfully perſiſtin your rebellion againſt him , you ſhall not eſ-- 
cape the ſtroke of his Juſtice, but his 1ndignation and fury ſhall break out 
uponyouzand tha] utterly conſume you fromoff theearth.O you Priefis,conſt- 
der this thing, and be n1: ſlout-beared agaiuſt the Lord, neither rejeft the Meſſege 
which hehah ſent you : For behold, I call both Fleaven and Earth, both Men and 
Angels 10 witneſs againſt you, that I have delivered unis you the Mefſzge of the 
Lord, which if you.reje&, bis Plagues shall be your portion. 

Babylonthe great is falling, 1s falling, the Whore, the great Whore ( with 
whom the*Kings of. the earth have committed Fornication , who bath be- 
wiched the. Nations with-the cup of her Sorceries ) ſhall bedeftroyed, and 
thatere it be long; her Scarlet coverings ſhall be rorn off, and her flefh ſhall 
be burnt 1with fire; her Merchandize ſhall decay, her Traffick ſhall fait her, 
her chi/d1en ſhall how! and roar , for prief and anguiſh of fpirit ſhall come: 
upon them; all her Officers and | edans (hall lament and mourn bitter)y: 
for her; her Priefts and her Propherszher Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-Dea- 
cons, Deacons and Deans ; her Parſons, Re@ors, Chaplains, Vicars and 
Curates, ſhall fit down and bewail for the deftruion of their' Mother, and 
ſhall bgh and lament for the miſery chat is coming upon them. For this 
ſhall be the judgement of Babylon, ( ſaith the Lord) in one day ſhall her 
Plagues come; upon her, death, and mwurning, and famine, and thc thall be ut- 
terly burnt with fire; ſor great is the Lord God who judgeth her. Her Mer- 
chants ſha!l weep and lament over her, for no inan buyeth her Merchandize- 
any morcy even her Metchandize of fouls, wherein the greatly trided. Fs 
a Milſtone hall ;he be th1own with violence into theſea , and thall be found no 
more-at all. | | Bf ; | 

and all thoſe who refule to be divorcedfrom her,who creep into her bed 
of Whoredoms, and drink her Cup of Fornications., who reje@ the mercy 


of the Lord inthis day of the manifeſtationof_his tender love, who bate - 
e. 
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be reproved, who reje& his counſel, and will have none of his advice,whoſe 


hearts archard as an iron finew, and whoſe brows are become as braſsz who 
continue in their Rout-heartedneſs, rebel.ion , and witchcraft ag.inſ the 
Lord and his Ancinted, and will at have him to reign oyer them , nor 
willingly ſuffer him to reign peaceably in others : I ſay, theſe who cling fo 
cloſe to Bebylen, ſhall be made partakers withher of her judgements, They 
ſhall fall as ſhe falls, they ſhall periſh as ſhe periſheth even from the higheſt 
pinacles of her temples ſhall they precipicately cumble down, and be buri. 

ed in herruine. Inſteadof her ſoft perfumed beds, ſhall a bed of rorment be 
prepared for them; and inftead of = {weet delicious potions, which out of 
hergoldzn Cup thcy drank, ſhall the pure wrath of the Lord be given them 


_ (without any mixture of mercy or pity) in the Cup of his burning fury; the 


Vials of his Wrath thall be poured out upon them, rottenneſs (hall enter in- 
to their bones, their memory ſhall rot, ſtink, and be loathlome unto the Na- 
tions round about them, and they ſhal be tormented with fire and brimftone 
in the preſence of the ho'y Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb forever 


 andfor ever; and the day haftens wherein this ſhall be accompliſhed : che 


Lord hath ſaid it and it ſhall.afuredly come to paſs. 

. Wherefore thus ſaith the Lord, Comeone of her, come out of her my people, 
thas ye be not partahkers of ber ſins, and that ye receive not of her plagues: FEgr her 
{is have reached unto heaven , and God hath remembred her iniquities. 


' Make haſte out of her, O people,and eſcape for your lives,ftay not in all the 


plain, but eſcape to the Mountain, leaſt you be conſumed ; runno longer 
from hill co mauntain, & from mountain co hill, wandering about like ſheep 
withour a ſhepherd; but eſcape quickly unto thar Mountain which chall be efta- 
bliched in the top of the Mounttins, and (hall be exalted abruethehills. Amd take 
heed that you look not back; Remember Lot's Wife. Depart ye, depart ye, go 
ye our from thence, touch ne unclean thing; go ye our from the midſt of her,caſt away 
from you all your tranſgreſiions whereby yehave tranſgreſſed , and make ye a new 
heart, and « new ſpirit; for why will yedye, O houſe of Iſrael ? | 
Oye Prieſts of England, hear the Word of the Lord concerning ye : Wo 
unto ye, Wo unto ye from the Lord God, for you have gont'in theway of Cain, and 
ren greedily after the errer of Balaam for reward, and are like ts perith in your 
gainſeying «s did Core. Toudrink of the beſt, and feed of the fat, but this know 
aſſuredly,thet chefanted beaſt is for the ng. pt clothe of the fineſt of the F{eece, 


- and like greedy wolves ye devour the Flock; you cauſe the-peaple to err, you lead the 


ſomple 6u: of ths way,es the blind inte the ditch;you have blaſphemed my N ame, oh 
defiled my Temper, joyning your ſelves unts 1dols, yet You are not aihamed i lean 
pon the Lord, ſaying, is not the Lord among ft us , none evil ſhall come upon us? 
What! ſhall not the Lord viſit for theſe things ? yea verily , for theſe things 
will the Lord God viſat, he will bring you dowa into the Valley of Jehoſs- 
bas, and will plead with you in the valley of deciſion, and the ſlain of the 
Lord ſhall be many. 
' But peace hall be to Sion, and ts the whole Iſrael of God, and there ſhell be no- 
thing to make them afraid; for this is the Word of the Lord concerning them ; Say 
unto che Righteour, that it ſhell be well with bim;. for they ſhall eat the fruit of thely 
doings, __ | THE END | ; 
LONDON , Printed for Rebers Wilſon, at the Black-ſpread- Eagle and 
: Wind-Mil in Marlin: Grand, 16 60. 
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